PACE COMMITTEE
To all members of NASW-OK:

Recently, I have been appointed as chair of the PACE committee for our organization.  This is our political action committee which is able to contribute to candidates for office and advance political causes supported by members of NASW-Oklahoma.  I have just completed a filing process with the Oklahoma Ethics Commission to activate the committee.  
By 7 pm tonight, July 27th, the primary season will be largely over, and we will be heading toward November elections.  If you were paying attention to the Oklahoma legislature this last session, you may have noticed certain pieces of legislation related to social services either passing into law or failing altogether.  Depending on where your sentiments lay, this may have been a good or a bad session.  As professionals, we have to look at the work of the legislature in terms of how it meets our organization’s goals to serve the public.  This is not just at the local level, but also at the national level.  I feel we have a lot of work to do.  We need to meet our local and national leaders and help them understand how their work and the development of public policies affect social work practice.  Through the PACE committee, we have a voice to participate in legislative advocacy, grassroots activity, and electoral advocacy, which includes the contributions candidates need for their campaigns.  
Consider this as an invitation to each and every one of you to think about volunteering for this committee.  We need representatives from all over the state, and we need people who are willing to talk with officeholders from all parties and not only determine their stand on issues important to NASW, but to also educate them on those very issues.  
It’s time to act, please email me indicating your interest in being a member of this committee.  You can contact me at cjkmjk@cox.net or call my cell number (405) 818-4596 for further information.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Mary Jo Kinzie


PACE Chair – NASW-OK 

